have demonstrated, however, that respondents can be followed successfully over fairly long time periods.
This is a report on one such study, which maintained contact with 89% of those originally interviewed through four subsequent interviews over a fifteen-year span. The techniques used in this study to maintain contact and rapport with the respondents may prove useful to other researchers.
This longitudinal study used a probability sample of white women residing in the Detroit metropolitan area who had just married or had just given birth to a first, second, or fourth child.1 I The major focus of the study concerned changes in familybuilding plans and in actual parity to see how these changes were related to other family characteristics. The four previous waves of the study, an initial personal interview in 1962 followed by three telephone reinterviews in 1962, 1963, and 1966 We concentrated on two major techniques for building respondent rapport. First, we reminded the respondent of her previous participation as an aid to reintegrating her into the study. Second, we assisted the interviewers by making special efforts to facilitate the interviewer's task through the questionnaire design and the organization of the study. As a first contact with the respondent, an official letter on the stationery of the Survey Research Center, University of Michigan, signed by the Director of the Center, recalled their previous participation in four interviews and reminded them that they had received regular reports on the findings from these studies. Although the letters frequently 3. Some of the substantive findings from the project have been reported by Coombs (1979) , Freedman and Thornton (1979) , and Thornton and Freedman (1979) .
4. For the 59 respondents with a prior marital dissolution who were again interviewed, the period was even longer.
